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that there will be a centralization of the 
function of obtaining bids and awarding 
contracts and passing upon material be
fore delivery. By this means it will be 
possible to transfer to the central pur
chasing office in Washington the work 
which has hitherto been divided between 
similar offices maintained at Atlanta,

San Antonio, Chicago, Louisville, and 
San Francisco. The only exception to 
this purchase system will be that of the 
material needed by. the gas mask divis
ion, where the type of mask and the ma
terial used in connection with it are mat
ters of constant revision.— Army and Navy 

Register.
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OUR SURGEONS IN FRANCE.

How American surgeons in France 
are operating at the front in room s' 
shaken by bombs from German aero
planes told in a letter to his Missouri 
home from Joseph Wallace McKey, a 
student surgeon with the Washington 
University base hospital corps in France:

“ I was selected as an anesthetist for 
an operating team at the front. We left 
in an ambulance and traveled all day 
thru Northern France.

“Our drivers were not quite sure where 
they were going and before long we 
found ourselves in Arras, which was the 
center of one of the biggest battles last 
spring. It was entirely shot to pieces 
and uninhabited. We stopped outside 
the town—completely lost. The driver 
started on, however, and came near go
ing too far. We got close up to the 
trenches. “Next day we traveled all day 
along the northern battle ’ front. We

stopped at Vimy Ridge and saw the 
ground which the Canadians fought so 
hard to take. We got a fine view of 
Lens and could see shells bursting over 
the town.

“Finally we arrived at our destination 
—a field hospital—and started work. I 
was on duty each day from 9 o ’clock at 
night until 11 o ’clock next morning and 
gave many anesthetics. I saw some 
pretty radical surgery. From our tents 
we could see the observation balloons 
all along the line, and the guns kept up 
a constant roar. It was during one of 
the biggest pushes in the Battle of Flan
ders, and at night the horizon was aflame 
with flashes of the artillery.

“German airplanes came over on bomb
ing expeditions regularly and got pretty 
close to us. Some of the explosions 
shook the operating theaters terribly.”— 
Army and Navy Register, issue Jan. 26, ig iS .
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TRAINING MEDICAL PERSONNEL.

Plans are being made in the office of 
the surgeon general of the Army for add
ing materially to the medical training 
establishment at Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., in 
order that, in addition to the military and 
professional training and instruction that 
heretofore has been given to members of

the medical reserve corps, corresponding 
courses may be conducted for other 
classes of the personnel of the medical 
department of the military establishment. 
It is planned to conduct courses for den
tists, members of the sanitary corps, and 
veterinarians and for the enlisted person




